Application No. 10/677,489 

Amendment under 37 C.F.R. §1.111 dated January 24, 2005 
Response to the Office Action of November 3, 2004 

Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A vehicle driving system comprising: 

a synchronizing shaft synchronously rotating with a crankshaft of an engine; 

a drive shaft driving an auxiliary unit; 

a planetary gear mechanism having e l e m e nts such as including a sun gear, a pinion carrier 
and a ring gear, said synchronizing shaft and said drive shaft connecting to any two of said 
elem e nts of said plan e tary g e ar m e chanism sun gear, pinion carrier and ring gear, respectively; 

a motor connecting to a remaining element of said planetary gear mechanism; 

a connecting device for connecting together said two or more elements of said planetary 
gear mechanism; and 

a rotation restricting mechanism for restricting the rotation of the drive shaft in one 
direction, 

wherein said planetary gear mechanism, said motor, said connecting device and said drive 
shaft are coaxially disposed in line. 
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Claim 2 (Currently Amended): The vehicle driving system according to claim 1, wherein 

said connecting m e ans device , said motor, said planetary gear mechanism and said drive shaft are 

disposed in that order. 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended): The vehicle driving system according to claim 1, wherein 
said planetary gear mechanism is a single pinion planetary gear mechanism in which said 
synchronizing shaft, said pinion carrier and said drive shaft are connected to the pinion carrier, 
the sun gear and the ring gear, respectively, 

wherein said connecting device and said planetary gear mechanism are disposed adjacent 
to said motor, respectively, such that said motor is held held between said connecting device and 
said planetary gear mechanism, 

wherein said connecting device is disposed on one side of said motor, and said planetary 
gear mechanism is disposed on the other side of said motor with the drive shaft being disposed 
adjacent to said planetary gear mechanism at a location thereof which is opposite to a location 
where the motor is disposed. 

Claim 4 (Original): The vehicle driving system according to any of claims 1 to 3, wherein 
a pulley is provided on said synchronizing shaft, and said connecting device is disposed in the 
interior of the pulley. 
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Claim 5 (Currently Amended): The vehicle driving system according to claims 1 to 3, 

wherein the rotation restricting m e ans mechanism is disposed adjacent to the planetary gear 

mechanism. 

Claim 6 (Previously Presented): The vehicle driving system according to any of claims 1 
to 3, wherein said drive shaft and said auxiliary unit are disposed on different axes. 



Page 5 of 9 



